
 

 

NORTHFIELD TOWNSHIP 

Township Board 

Minutes 

June 25, 2019 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 7:04 P.M. by Supervisor 
Chockley at 8350 Main Street. 

INVOCATION/PLEDGE 

Beliger provided a brief invocation and led those present 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 

Marlene Chockley, Supervisor Present 
Kathleen Manley, Clerk Present 
Lenore Zelenock, Treasurer  Present 
Tawn Beliger, Trustee Present 
Janet Chick, Trustee  Present  
Wayne Dockett, Trustee  Present 
Jacki Otto, Trustee  Present 

 
Also present: 

Township Manager Steven Aynes 
Township Attorney Paul Burns 
Township Controller Yvette Patrick 
Planning Consultant Paul Lippens 
Recording Secretary Lisa Lemble 
Members of the community  
 

ADOPT AGENDA 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger supported, to adopt 
the agenda, moving items 4, 5, and 6 to the start of 
the agenda items. Motion failed 3—4 on a roll call 

vote, Otto, Chick, Zelenock, and Dockett opposed. 

FIRST CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Margaret Riddell, 65141 W. Eight Mile, commented on the 
use of 75 Barker Road by Kiwanis. Clyde Hatfield, 160 E. 
Shore Drive, Kristen Delaney, 8475 Main Street, Stan 
Wutka, 5985 Leland Drive, Doug Nelson, 5314 Walnut 
Creek, Kishan Sutariya, North Territorial Road in Plymouth 
Township, Brad Cousino, 2860 Tepeyac Hill Drive, David 
Misko, Van Esley Real Estate, and Jim Nelson, 7777 Sutton, 
commented on the proposed marijuana ordinance. George 
Brown, Shady Beach, announced the Kiwanis 5K/10K run 
being held this Saturday. David Gordon, 5558 Hellner 
Road, commented on the Township Manager’s contract 
extension and performance review, the budget, and 
expenditures.  

BOARD MEMBER RESPONSE 

Board members made comments about the proposed 
marijuana ordinance, the amount of the grant for the 
Community Center repairs, the use of 75 Barker Road, 
timing of Board packet distribution, the Livonia Builders 
development proposal for the North Village site, and the 
Township Manager’s contract. 

 Motion: Zelenock moved, Otto supported, that the 
meeting be adjourned no later than 9:30 P.M. with a 
process check at 9:00 P.M. to table items that can wait 
until a later meeting.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

TOWNSHIP MANAGER UPDATE 

Aynes asked that residents interested in serving on a 
committee to develop a roads program contact the 
Township and commented on the process for his contract 
renewal and performance review. 

CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Zelenock announced the Preservation Committee is 
arranging a bus tour Saturday, July 13, from 10 A.M. to 
2:00 P.M. Noon, and invited registration by email to her.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Three corrections were made to the June 11th special 
meeting minutes and two corrections were made to the 
June 11th regular meeting minutes. 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger supported, that the 
minutes of the May 28, 2019, Special and Regular 
Board meetings be approved as presented, and the 
minutes of the June 11, 2019 Special and Regular 
Board meetings be approved as amended.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 
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AGENDA ITEMS 

1. 

Proposal for Purchase of 75 Barker Road 

 Motion: Zelenock moved, Beliger supported, that the 
proposal from Brian Toma for the purchase of 
75 Barker Road not be accepted. 

Township attorney Paul Burns explained the Board can 
accept, reject, or make a counteroffer regarding the offer 
to purchase from Brian Toma. Mark Szerlag, broker with 
Thomas A. Duke Company, noted the offer is for the 
asking price, but the buyer wants it only for use as a 
marijuana dispensary. Chockley noted the property is not 
currently zoned for that purpose. 

Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

2. 

Zoning Administrator Opinion 

on Use of 75 Barker by Kiwanis 

 Motion: Beliger moved, Manley supported, to receive 
the Zoning Administrator opinion on use of 75 Barker 
by Kiwanis. 

Aynes explained that the Zoning Adminstrator’s opinion is 
that (a) temporary sales may be held for 30 days in a 
calendar year, and at this point Kiwanis has 8 remaining 
days, and (b) Kiwanis has to meet the Fire Inspector’s 
requirements.  

Board members discussed zoning ordinance limits on 
temporary sales, liability, and the history of Kiwanis use of 
the building. They also discussed how the language in the 
zoning ordinance applies to temporary sales. Manley and 
Zelenock noted the Zoning Administrator’s report 
indicates additional temporary sales dates can be 
approved administratively by the Township Manager or 
the Zoning Administrator.  

Motion withdrawn. 

 Motion: Beliger moved, Manley supported, to direct 
the Manager to administratively approve additional 
dates for use of 75 Barker by Kiwanis for their 
rummage sale beyond the 30 days cited in the Zoning 
Administrator report. Motion carried 4—1—2 on a 

roll call vote, Chockley opposed, Zelenock and Otto 

abstaining due to being Kiwanis members. 

3. 

Amendment to Ordinance 18-62: 

Prohibition of Marihuana Establishments— 

Extend Sunset Clause or Opt Out 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger supported, to extend 
the provision of the ordinance to prohibit marijuana 
establishments, opting out indefinitely. 

Chick said the original agenda item regarding this item 
would have allowed Board members to  discuss this matter 
and ask questions, and the information provided in the 
memo is deliberately misleading.  

The Board discussed delays which have kept a complete 
ordinance updated with Township Board changes to the 
Planning Commission recommendation from being 
available for the Board to act on. Lippens and Burns said 
they can prepare that ordinance and perform the legal 
review for the Board to vote on it on July 9th.  

In answer to a question, Lippens said while he originally 
recommended that marijuana growing facilities be 
restricted to industrial zoning because they typically are 
indoor operations that are industrial in character, the 
majority of Planning Commissioners saw them as also 
being appropriate in agricultural zoning.  

Beliger said opting out indefinitely could be reversed by 
the Board in the future. 

Motion failed 3—4 on a roll call vote, Chick, Otto, 

Zelenock, Dockett opposed. 

The Board discussed the pros and cons of allowing 
marijuana operations in the Township and the history of 
the Board’s discussion about the issue. 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Zelenock supported, to 
amend Ordinance 18-62, the Prohibition of Marihuana 
Establishments ordinance, by amending the 
provisions as follows: Section 3, Sunset Provision—
unless the Township Board votes to extend or modify 
the provisions of this ordinance the prohibition 
contained herein shall expire on September 24, 2019.  

In answer to a question, Lippens said the Township can be 
ready to handle permit applications once the State 
approves the process. He said a clause can be added to the 
application ordinance that indicates it becomes effective 
14 days after approval of the State process. He said the 
proposal provided uses a simple model to get quality 
applications relying on the State’s vetting process. Aynes 
said employees would need some orientation about 
processing applications, but the Township Planner and 
Attorney could handle that. 

 Amendment to Motion: Chick moved, Otto 
supported, to amend the motion to set July 23rd as the 
expiration date. Amendment to motion failed 3—4, 

Beliger, Chockley, Manley, Zelenock opposed. 

Motion passed 4—3, Chick, Dockett, and Manley 

opposed. 

It was agreed to schedule consideration of the proposed 
marijuana and permitting ordinances for the July 23rd 
meeting. Lippens said a public hearing needs to be held for 
the procedural ordinance and that can also be scheduled 
for July 23rd.  
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3. 

Resolution 19-607: Fiscal Year 2019-20 2018-10 

Budget Amendment #3 

 Motion: Beliger moved, Otto supported, to adopt 
Resolution 19-607, Budget Amendment #3. 

Board members asked questions and made comments 
about expenses incurred for preparing the marijuana 
ordinance and additional office hours for the zoning 
administrator, and about the amount of utilities being 
reimbursed by the Public Safety Building renter. Zelenock 
recommended that expenditures totaling more than 
$10,000 be approved by brought sooner to the Board, and 
said in the future she will vote against any such 
expenditures unless the fund balance has first been 
recalculated to account for them. 

Motion carried 6—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett 

opposed. Resolution adopted. 

5. 

Adoption of Fiscal Year 2019-20 Budget 

 Motion: Beliger moved, Chockley supported, to adopt 
the budget for Fiscal Year 2019-2020. 

Chockley answered a question about the increase in the 
hourly rate paid to Board of Review members. Chockley 
asked Aynes to review the rental agreement for the North 
Territorial cell tower to make sure the correct rent is being 
paid.  

Motion carried 6—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett 

opposed. Resolution adopted. 

6. 

Resolution 19-608: 

General Appropriations Act 

for Fiscal Year 2019-20 Budget 

 Motion: Beliger moved, Chockley supported, to adopt 
Resolution 19-608: General Appropriations Act 
for Fiscal Year 2019-20 Budget.  
Motion carried 6—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett 

opposed. Resolution adopted.  

7. 

Goals & Priorities for Upcoming Fiscal Year 

and Effects on Fiscal Year 2019-20 Budget 

 Motion: Zelenock moved, Chick supported, that 
discussion of Goals & Priorities for Upcoming Fiscal 
Year and Effects on Fiscal Year 2019-20 Budget be 
tabled. Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

8. 

KaBoom! Grant Agreement 

 Motion: Beliger moved, Chick supported, to authorize 
the Township Manager to sign the KaBoom! Grant 
Agreement. 

Burns said there is a clause to indemnify the KaBoom! 
Board in the agreement, and he recommends against that 
because it is not covered by insurance. He said he can 
continue to pursue having that altered in the agreement. 
Aynes noted the deadline for executing the agreement is 
June 28th.  

 Amendment to motion: Beliger moved, Chick 
supported, that the motion be amended to add 
“pending attorney approval.” Amendment to motion 

carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

 Amended motion: Beliger moved, Chick supported, to 
authorize the Township Manager to sign the KaBoom! 
Grant Agreement pending attorney approval. 
Amended motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote 

9. 

Building/Planning/Zoning Study 

to Consider In-House Personnel 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Chick supported, to table 
discussion of the Building/Planning/Zoning Study to 
Consider In-House Personnel.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

10. 

Purchase of Foreclosed Parcels 

in the Summerhomes Subdivision 

and Horseshoe Lake Wetland Area 

 Motion: Beliger moved, Dockett supported, to 
purchase the four foreclosed parks properties in the 
Summerhomes Subdivision. 

There was discussion about the Township Assessor’s 
decision to put the lots owned by the Township in this 
area on the tax rolls. Burns said that decision is solely the 
Assessor’s. Beliger and Dockett agreed to amend the 
motion to include the cost. 

 Amended motion: Beliger moved, Dockett supported, to 
purchase the four foreclosed properties in the 
Summerhomes Subdivision at a total cost not to exceed 
$4,268. Amended motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Otto supported, to purchase 
the two Horseshoe Lake wetland parcels for the public 
purpose of maintaining the wetland and riparian 
corridor around Horseshoe Lake. 
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Attorney Burns said he would have to read the Horseshoe 
Lake Association by-laws to determine if the Township 
would have to pay dues to the Association if they owned 
these lots. George Brown said the Association would 
probably like to own these lots. 

Motion failed 6—1 on a roll call vote. Dockett, Chick, 

Otto, Zelenock, Beliger, Manley opposed. 

11. 

Equipment Requests for the Township Office 

 Motion: Beliger moved to dispose of the five 8-foot 
tables. 

Burns said a motion is not necessary as long as there is a 
disposal policy that is followed. 

Motion withdrawn.  

 Motion: Beliger moved to approve the purchase of a 
fireproof cabinet for $3,600. 

It was agreed this approval is not necessary. 

Motion withdrawn.  

12. 

Approve Payment of Open Bills  

(expected check run date 06-28-2019) 

 Motion: Beliger moved, Chick supported, to approve 
payment of Open Bills (expected check run date 06-
28-2019) for a total of $56,608.99 from all funds in 
the Municipal Investment Fund (MIF) account.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

SECOND CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Margaret Riddell thanked the Board for approving Kiwanis 
use of 75 Barker Road. Stan Wutka commented on the 
purchase proposal for 75 Barker Road, Kiwanis use of the 
building, and the proposed marijuana ordinance. David 
Gordon commented on the planning and conducting of 
Board meetings. George Brown suggested the Township 
form a committee to figure out how the Township and the 
Horseshoe Lake Association can address the acquisition of 
undeveloped wetland lots. 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Otto said the 4th of July Committee is looking for a hay 
wagon to use in the parade, and noted the Detroit Tigers 
mascot, Paws, will appear before the parade. There was a 
brief discussion about improving the agenda and meeting 
process. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger supported, that the 
meeting be adjourned.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote.  

The meeting adjourned at 9:45 P.M. 

 
 

 
Submitted by Lisa Lemble. 

Corrections to the originally issued minutes are indicated as follows: 
 Wording removed is stricken through; 
 Wording added is underlined. 

 

Approved by the Township Board on July 9, 2019. _________________________________________________ 
Kathleen Manley, Clerk 

 
 

Official minutes of all meetings are available on the Township’s website at 
http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/ 

http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/

