
 

 

NORTHFIELD TOWNSHIP 

Township Board 

Minutes 

June 23, 2020 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Supervisor 
Chockley via tele-conference. 

INVOCATION/PLEDGE 

Trustee Beliger provided a brief invocation and led those 
present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 

Marlene Chockley, Supervisor Present 
Kathleen Manley, Clerk Absent 
Lenore Zelenock, Treasurer  Present 
Tawn Beliger, Trustee Present 
Janet Chick, Trustee  Present  
Wayne Dockett, Trustee  Present 
Jacki Otto, Trustee  Present 
 
Also present: 
Public Safety Director William Wagner 
Township Manager Steven Aynes 
Township Controller Yvette Starbuck 
Township Planner Paul Lippens, McKenna Associates 
Members of the community  

FIRST CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

David Gordon, Hellner Road, made comments about the 
proposed sewer plant retention basin, land preservation, 
and charges of corruption by Trustee Beliger. Maegan 
Spina, 9121 Lakewood Drive, asked about the funding for 
the retention basin. 

BOARD MEMBER RESPONSE 

Board members replied to questions posed during the Call to 
the Public about funding of the sewer retention basin and 
notifying the public about the expense, and commented on 
statements by candidates for Township Board. 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

• Township Manager Report 

• Correspondence 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger seconded, that the 
consent agenda be adopted as presented.  

In answer to a question from Zelenock regarding 75 Barker 
Road, Aynes said he has hired a firm to do a survey and 
has been working with the buyer toward a closing on 
approximately July 20th. Chockley noted the title company 
is requiring a resolution from the Board to allow the 
Township Manager to sign the title company documents.  

Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote. 

ADOPT BALANCE OF AGENDA 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger seconded, that the 
balance of the agenda be adopted as presented.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote. 

ACTION AGENDA ITEMS 

1. 

Minutes of June 9, 2020 Board of Trustees 

Regular Meeting 

 Motion: Beliger moved, Chick seconded, that the 
minutes of the June 9, 2020, Regular Board Meeting be 
approved as presented. 

Otto corrected the spelling of a name. 

 Amended motion: Beliger moved, Chick seconded, 
that the minutes of the June 9, 2020, Regular Board 
Meeting be approved as amended.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote. 

2. 

Minutes of June 16, 2020 Board of Trustees 

Special Meeting 

 Motion: Beliger moved, Chockley seconded, that the 
minutes of the June 16, 2020, Special Board Meeting 
be approved as presented. 

Beliger corrected the tally for a motion. 

 Amended motion: Beliger moved, Chockley seconded, 
that the minutes of the June 16, 2020, Special Board 
Meeting be approved as amended. Motion carried  

5—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett opposed. 

3. 

Payment of Open Bills  

(expected check run date 06-24-2020) 

 Motion: Beliger moved, Chockley seconded, to 
approve payment of Open Bills (expected check run 
date 06-24-2020) for a total of $54,589.80 from all 
funds in the Municipal Investment Fund (MIF) account. 

In response to a comment from Dockett, Chief Wagner 
explained the Township is obligated by State law to 
provide or pay for a school crossing guard. 

Motion carried 5—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett opposed. 

 Motion: Zelenock moved, Chick seconded, to include 
invoices for the Township’s planners and attorneys 
related to Open Bills in Board packets.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote. 
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4. 

Resolution 20-624:  

FY2019-20 Budget Amendment #3 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger seconded, to 
approve Budget Amendment #3 to the FY0291-20 
Budget. Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote. 

Resolution adopted. 

 Motion: Beliger moved, Dockett seconded, that the 
meeting not extend past 10:00 P.M., with an evaluation 
of remaining agenda items at 9:30 P.M.  
Motion failed 3—3 on a roll call vote, Chick, Otto, 

and Chockley opposed. 

5. 

Form L-4029:  

Setting Millage Rates for Fiscal Year 2020-21 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger seconded, to approve 
the L-4029 Tax Rate Report for the 2020 Millage 
Request to the County Board of Commissioners. 

Zelenock noted most of the taxes paid by Township 
property owners are not generated by the Township, 
rather they come from the County and school districts. 

Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote.  

6. 

Resolution 20-625: General Appropriations Act 

Adopting Fiscal Year 2020-21 Budget 

 Motion #1: Beliger moved, Chockley seconded, to 
adopt Resolution 20-625, General Appropriations Act 
Adopting Fiscal Year 2020-21 Budget. 

Zelenock said she would not support adoption because 
information is lacking about the Community Center grant, 
the SAW grant, and other items, and more performance is 
needed from the Township Manager position.  

 Motion #2: Zelenock moved, Dockett seconded, that 
the Board investigate terminating the Township 
Manager’s contract. 

Board members made comments including the need to 
distinguish performance matters from expense, whether 
the motion is appropriate at this time, and the need for 
accountability at all times. 

Motion #2 failed 2—4 on a roll call vote, Otto, Chockley, 

Chick, and Beliger opposed. 

The Board discussed changes requested to the draft 
budget at the last Board meeting and why some of them 
were not included in the revision. Controller Starbuck said 
she was not informed of some items and explained the 
need to handle other in accordance with audit rules. Aynes 
reviewed his recommendation regarding planning for a 
reduction in State revenue sharing.  

Motion #1 carried 4—2 on a roll call vote, Zelenock and 

Dockett opposed. Resolution adopted. 

7. 

COVID-19 Safety Policy 

 Motion: Beliger moved, Chick seconded, to approve 
the COVID-19 Safety Policy. 

The Board discussed the discrepancy between the 
governor’s Executive Order 2020-115 requiring face masks 
to be worn indoors and policy’s statement that they are 
“recommended,” and protocols for cleaning, screening of 
employees and visitors, use of public restrooms by the 
public, and any necessary quarantining. Aynes said the 
Township labor attorney and general counsel reviewed the 
proposal and he described screening, cleaning, and 
distancing plans. 

 Motion to amend: Chockley moved, Otto seconded, to 
amend the COVID-19 Safety Policy to require 
employees, consultants, visitors, and elected officials 
to wear masks unless not possible for medical reasons 
or when an individual is behind a closed door per the 
attorney’s advice. Amendment to motion carried 5—1 

on a roll call vote, Dockett opposed. 

Otto said it should be made clear that health monitoring 
must be completed by employees daily. There was 
discussion about cleaning, including of the restroom, and 
provision of facemasks. 

 Amended motion: Beliger moved, Chick seconded, to 
approve the COVID-19 Safety Policy with the 
amendment to require employees, consultants, 
visitors, and elected officials to wear masks unless not 
possible for medical reasons or when an individual is 
behind a closed door per the attorney’s advice. 

Amended motion carried 5—1 on a roll call vote, 

Dockett opposed. 

8. 

Consider Four Marihuana Facilities  

Emergency Use License Types 

 Motion #1: Beliger moved, Chockley seconded, that the 
Township Board direct the Planning Commission to 
take no further steps to develop Designated 
Consumption Establishment licenses, Excess 
Marihuana Grower licenses, Marihuana Event Organizer 
licenses, and Temporary Marihuana Event licenses. 

Board members made brief comments including that the 
public voted to approve marijuana businesses, a desire to 
wait and see what happens with the first businesses to open, 
objection to consumption licenses, and that the public could 
organize another referendum to allow these uses. 

Motion #1 failed 3—3 on a roll call vote, Otto, Chick, 

and Zelenock opposed. 
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 Motion #2: Chick moved, Otto seconded, that the 
Planning Commission consider all four marihuana 
facility emergency use license types and make a 
recommendation for approval or denial to be brought 
to the Township Board.  

Comments included concern about spending time and 
money on this effort at this point and concern for 
Township youth. 

 Motion #3: Beliger moved that the Planning 
Commission investigate and return to the Township 
Board means to mitigate different aspects of 
marijuana risk and harm to the Township’s 
adolescents and youth.  

Comments included that this is not the responsibility of 
the Planning Commission. 

Motion #3 died for lack of second. 

Township Planner Paul Lippens answered questions about 
the various types of proposed licenses and recalled that 
last year the Township Board directed the Commission to 
investigate these types of licenses.  

Motion #2 failed 3—3 on a roll call vote, Beliger, 

Chockley, and Dockett opposed. 

9. 

Liability Insurance Contract Renewal 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Otto seconded, to authorize 
and direct Township Manager Aynes to sign the 
necessary documents on behalf of Northfield 
Township required to extend our Commercial Liability 
and Property Insurance coverage from July 1, 2020 to 
June 30, 2021 at the annual rate of $107,181. 

Aynes reported this rate is discounted from the previous 
premium of $119,432 due to lower claims. 
 
Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote.  

10. 

Contribution to Washtenaw County Clean-up Day 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger seconded, to 
approve the usual contribution of $2,000 toward this 
year’s Washtenaw County Clean-up Day and to allow 
lunch to be provided to volunteers.  

 Amendment to motion: Beliger moved, Dockett 
seconded, to cap the amount spent for lunch at $150.  
Amendment to motion failed 2—3—1 on a roll call 

vote, Zelenock, Chick, and Chockley opposed, and 

Otto abstaining because she is volunteering. 

Motion carried 5—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett 

opposed. 

11. 

MTA Membership Options 

Aynes explained that in addition to the annual membership 
fee the MTA is offering package prices for trainings rather 
than the Township paying for individual courses. Beliger 
asked if anything less could be paid for dues.  

 Motion #1: Zelenock moved, Otto seconded, to renew 
the Township’s membership with the Michigan 
Townships Association at the current rate of 
$5,815.58. Motion #1 carried 5—1 on a roll call vote, 

Dockett opposed. 

 Motion #2: Chockley moved, Chick seconded, that the 
Township sign up for the Michigan Townships 
Association premium pass for online training for the 
next fiscal year.  

Chockley said this would provide unlimited online training 
for all Township staff and officials at a lower cost than is 
in the budget for all departments. 

 Amended motion #2: Chockley moved, Chick 
seconded, that the Township sign up for the Michigan 
Townships Association premium pass for online 
training for the next fiscal year, the cost to be 
allocated to all departments that benefit. 

Amended motion failed 3—3 on a roll call vote, Dockett, 

Zelenock, and Beliger opposed. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Residents interested in serving on the Board of Review 
and business owners in the Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA) area who are interested in serving with 
the DDA should contact Chockley.  

• Clean-up Day is 9:00 A.M.–1:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 
27th at Whitmore Lake High School. 

• Photos and videos for the virtual 4th of July Parade can 
be emailed through this week to Otto. 

SECOND CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Ken Dignan, 9210 Hillcrest, candidate for Township 
Supervisor and Whitmore Lake school board member, 
explained that the school crossing guard bill sent to the 
Township was prorated for the past year. David Gordon, 
candidate for Township Board and Chair of the Land 
Preservation Committee, commented on the lack of 
funding in the new budget for land preservation. Dignan 
and Gordon also commented on the proposed sewer basin 
and the conduct of a Township Board member. 
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BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Comments included: 

• Comparison of the pros and cons of revenue vs general 
obligation bonds for the proposed sewer basin.  

• The Land Preservation Committee members are to be 
commended for using their own funds to mail print 
information mailed with the Township newsletter to 
Township residents, and Dockett and Beliger said that 
is how such efforts should be funded. 

• Land preservation should not be an afterthought. 

• The Township Board has been doing some things in 
support of land preservation and hopefully it can do 
more. 

• Accusations of corruption by a Township Supervisor 
candidate against other Board member are outrageous. 
Several Board members questioned the use of the 
“to end the corruption” accusations on Tawn Beliger’s 
website. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Zelenock seconded, that the 
meeting be adjourned.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote.  

The meeting adjourned at 9:50 P.M. 

 
 

 
Submitted by Lisa Lemble. 

Corrections to the originally issued minutes are indicated as follows: 
 Wording removed is stricken through; 
 Wording added is underlined. 

 

Approved by the Township Board on July 14, 2020. _________________________________________________ 

Kathleen Manley, Clerk 
 
 

Official minutes of all meetings are available on the Township’s website at 
http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/ 

http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/

