NORTHFIELD TOWNSHIP DDA

MINUTES

January 5, 2011

8350 Main Street, Public Safety Building – 2nd Floor

Call to Order
Meeting called to order at 7:02 P.M. by Barbara Watkins
Presentation on the Façade Improvement Grant Program
Mozurkewich provided an overview to the public and the DDA members.  There is $25,000 from Urban County and another $10,000 from the DDA available for the façade improvement grant program.  Some monies are needed for administration purposes like helping with designs and sending out communications.

Mozurkewich presented a PowerPoint presentation on the façade improvement grant program to provide an overview of the program.

Some questions from the public: Would the recipients need to pay for permits?  Permits will be needed for the project like any other project.  What impact will the improvements have on taxes?  If the façade improvements don't change the square footage, the taxes should not be impacted.  What about new signage on taxes?  If significant changes to the size this could impact the taxes.   Is multiple rental property covered in the program?  DDA will need to look at the parcel ID to see if residential or commercial.  Grant applies to property that has commercial usage.  What are the designs to look like?  Designs should be traditional keeping historical aspects if applicable.  Also, work with the planner to ensure cohesiveness.    Is there someone we can consult with?  Complete the application and the Township and the DDA will work with you.  There is an architect that lives in town and has offered services.  What is the total funding?  Total funding is $35,000 with about $5,000 needed for administration cost which includes design cost.  Next year the grant could go up or down.  The goal is to have similar dollars in the future.  How many parcels?  Over 200 parcels but this includes some vacant parcels.  Does this grant apply for residential?  Just for business only in the Downtown District. When is the deadline?  The application deadline is end of February.  How is the site plan approved?  Planning Commission will need to review the site plan.  Can the DDA assist in reducing the property taxes?  The DDA members are volunteers.  We are trying to improve the DDA district.  The DDA is a catalyst to try and improve the area. 

Roll Call

Deb Mozurkewich – Present   

Earl LaFave – Present

Tom Lombardi – Present 


Dan Smith – Absent with Notice 
Doug Wilbur – Present    


Lenore Zelenock – Present

Dave Horton – Present  


Anne Iaquinto – Present 
Barbara Watkins – Present

Adopt Agenda
Motion: Moved by Mozurkewich and supported Wilbur to adopt the agenda moving the presentation on the façade improvement grant first. Passed by All.
Call to the Public – None.
Approve Minutes
Motion: Moved by Wilbur and supported by Iaquinto to approve the minutes of December 5, 2010 with the discussion of the DDA meeting dates later in the meeting.  Passed by All. 
Reports and Correspondence

Since this is a special meeting, there is no Treasurer's report.   There was no other correspondence.
Consider Approval of the Façade Improvement Grant Program

Motion: Moved by Mozurkewich and support by Iaquinto to adopt the Façade Improvement Grant Program as presented.  Passed by All.
Update on the Mural Project
Watkins provided an overview.  Some donations are being made towards the project.  Maybe we should place an ad in the Courant. 
Consider Moving the Meeting Dates
With the façade grant application deadline moving from the end of January to the end of Febuary, the meeting dates should be reconsidered.
Motion:  Moved by Mozurkewich and supported by Zelenock to move March 23 meeting to the March 2. Passed by All.

Board Member Comments

Iaquinto – commented the pond hockey tournament is next weekend - 14 to 16th.  Hockey nights are Friday and Saturday. There are over 80 teams.

Lombardi – happy with the turnout and it was a good start.

Horton – pleased with the turnout for the façade program.  Good to see the hard work of the DDA paying off.
Wilbur – no comment

LaFave –  asked if Horton could put the pond hockey on his business sign.  Horton said he cannot scroll because it is not in compliance.  

Mozurkewich – with pond hockey the Kiwanis is having a 'chili-dip' by the post office.  Planning a joint training session with the Planning Commission – complete streets, conformities and non-conformities, form base code which can help eliminate non-conformities.  Target date is Feb. 15.  

Zelenock –looking forward to seeing the façade applications.  This is a good first step for helping to improve the DDA district.  
Watkins – no comment
Motion: Moved by Zelenock and supported by LaFave to adjourn. Passed by All.
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 P.M
Next DDA meeting:  Feb. 2, 2011.
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