
 

NORTHFIELD TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

Minutes of Regular Meeting  

February 3, 2021 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Roman at 
7:00 P.M. via tele-conference. 

2. ROLL CALL 

AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

Roll call:  
Janet Chick Present 
Eamonn Dwyer Present 
Scott Gustafson Present 
Sam Iaquinto Present 
Cecilia Infante Present 
Larry Roman Present 
John Zarzecki Present 

 
 
All Commissioners indicating they were participating 
from locations in Northfield Township, Washtenaw 
County, Michigan. 
 
Also present: 
Building/Planning/Zoning Coordinator Mary Bird 
Township Attorney Mariah Fink 
Planning Consultant Julie Connochie, McKenna Assoc. 
Recording Secretary Lisa Lemble 
Members of the Community 

3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 Motion: Roman moved, Iaquinto supported, to 
adopt the agenda as presented. 
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

4. FIRST CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Steve Gronow of Chestnut Home Builders said he 
expects his proposed project to be available for 
inclusion on the February 17th agenda.  

5. CLARIFICATIONS FROM THE COMMISSION 

None. 

6. CORRESPONDENCE 

None. 

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None. 

8. REPORTS 

8A. Board of Trustees  

Chick reported that on January 26th the Board held a 
public hearing for the Parks & Recreation Master Plan and 
adopted it with minor changes. The Board also agreed to 
continue with development of a Township 
communications policy, agreed that Parks & Recreation 
will advise on holding another Town Hall meeting 
regarding development of the North Village park, decided 
to accept new proposals for 75 Barker Road through 
February 25th to be scored by an ad hoc committee by 
April 13th. . 
 
8B. ZBA 

Has not met since the last Planning Commission 
meeting. 

8C. Staff Report 

Nothing to report. 
 
8D. Planning Consultant 

Connochie reported she expects two proposals to be 
coming to the Planning Commission within the next 
few meetings, including the PUD referred to by 
Mr. Gronow during the Call to the Public. She noted 
that proposal requires rezoning prior to consideration 
of the PUD. 
 
She also noted the Township Board approved Phase II 
of work on the Development Packet to allow that to be 
completed. 
 
8E. Parks and Recreation 

Iaquinto reported that in January the committee 
approved the Parks & Recreation Master Plan and 
passed it on the Township Board. 
 
8F. Downtown Planning Group 

Infante reported the group discussed the proposal 
from Mr. Gronow and future development options for 
75 Barker Road, but their main interest is in pursuing 
Redevelopment Ready Community certification and 
recommended that the Planning Commission Chair or 
another member take courses to become certified. 
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9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

9A. Further Discussion of Code Enforcement 

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment 

Connochie said the changes discussed at the last 
Commission meeting were incorporated, and the 
document was then passed on to Township attorney 
Mariah Fink who recommended using “may” instead of 
“shall” throughout. She said they also reduced 
“legalese,” shortened sentences, and removed violation 
of the ordinance being misdemeanors rather than civil 
infractions. She noted the terms misdemeanor and civil 
infraction are already defined in the Township’s Code 
of Ordinances so that language was mirrored in this 
document. 

 Motion: Roman moved, Iaquinto supported, to set 
for public hearing the draft Zoning Ordinance text 
for Duties of the Zoning Administrator and Code 
Violations and Penalties.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

10. NEW BUSINESS 

None. 

11. MINUTES 

 Motion: Roman moved, Iaquinto supported, that 
the minutes of the January 20, 2021, regular 
meeting be approved as presented, and to 
dispense with the reading.  

Chick noted for the record that the Planning 
Commission had not taken any action to approve the 
Parks & Recreation Master Plan because that is not 
statutorily required, rather it had moved to 
recommend adoption by the Board of Trustees as 
stated in the minutes. 
 
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

12. SECOND CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

No comments. 

13. COMMENTS FROM THE COMMISSIONERS 

Dwyer noted he will be absent from the next meeting. 
Chick noted there are many online courses listed in the 
Michigan Planner publication and the Township pays 
for these. Roman referred to the Redevelopment Ready 
Communities certification brought up by Infante, and 
he asked Chick to get direction from the Board of 
Trustees about how Planning Commissioners can 
pursue this.  

Infante said there was discussion by the Downtown 
Planning Group of how to get rid of the many old signs 
in the Township, and she said she hopes the Township 
will support enforcement using the new ordinance 
being considered. 

14. ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING 

February 17, 2021, at 7:00 P.M. via tele-conference or 
at the Public Safety Building was announced as the next 
regular Commission meeting time and location.  
 

15. ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion: Roman moved, Iaquinto supported, that 
the meeting be adjourned. 
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 P.M. 

 
 

 
Prepared by Lisa Lemble. 
Corrections to the originally issued minutes are indicated as follows: 
 Wording removed is stricken through; 
 Wording added is underlined. 
 
Adopted on ______________________________, 2021. 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________________________ 
Larry Roman, Chair 

___________________________________________________ 
John Zarzecki, Secretary 

 
Official minutes of all meetings are available on the Township’s website at  
http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/ 

http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/

