
 

 

NORTHFIELD TOWNSHIP 

Township Board 

Minutes 

July 26, 2016 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 P.M. by Supervisor 
Engstrom at 8350 Main Street. 

PLEDGE 

Supervisor Engstrom led those present in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 

Marilyn Engstrom, Supervisor Present 
Angela Westover, Clerk Absent with notice 
Kathy Braun, Treasurer  Present 
Janet Chick, Trustee  Present  
Wayne Dockett, Trustee  Present 
Jacki Otto, Trustee  Present 
Tracy Thomas, Trustee  Absent with notice 

 
Also present: 

Township Manager Howard Fink 
Public Safety Director William Wagner 
Deputy Fire Chief Chris Bishop  
Township Attorney Brad Maynes 
Recording Secretary Lisa Lemble 
Members of the community  
 

ADOPT AGENDA 

Engstrom added discussion of 8 Mile Road bridge 
softscaping/hardscaping. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Chick supported, that the 
agenda be adopted as amended.  
Motion carried 5—0 on a voice vote. 

FIRST CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Mary Devlin, 9211 Brookside, and David Gordon, 5558 
Hellner Road, commented on statements made by 
members of the public on July 12th, and about the content 
of a postcard mailed by Northfield Neighbors regarding 
upcoming elections. Tawn Beliger urged the Board to 
spend Township funds wisely to avoid raising taxes. 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

None. 

CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Fink reported MDOT has asked to purchase property from 
the Township for the US-23 project. 

PRESENTATIONS 

1. 

Flag Presentation Ceremony from the 

Val Dreffs Family to the Fire Department 

Chief Wagner noted that Val Dreffs, a well-respected 
member of the community and 25 year veteran of the Fire 
Department passed away recently. Bill Burns, a member of 
Dreffs family, presented a new United States flag to the 
Fire Department in Dreffs’ memory. Deputy Chief Bishop 
accepted the flag on behalf of the Department. 

2. 

Michigan Broadband Cooperative 

Benjamin J. Fineman, President of the Michigan Broadband 
Cooperative, explained that the cooperative is a grass 
roots, all volunteer organization created to help local 
communities address the lack of broadband services in the 
County. He described what other communities are 
considering, including millages to build their own systems. 
He said the cost can be far less expensive per household 
than the cost of satellite broadband. Fink noted the 
Township has no agreements in place that would prevent 
any provider from choosing to provide service, but cost 
prevents providers from expanding into the Township. 

AGENDA ITEMS 

1. 

People’s Express 

Board members made several comments including that the 
service provided is limited, they would prefer that the 
County provide these services, it is a valuable service to 
people without cars who are disabled or on fixed incomes, 
and federal funds are also contributed. Otto invited people 
who use this service to speak at the next Board meeting. 

2. 

Fire Department Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) 

Wagner called for questions about the CIP presented to the 
Board in June. He reported that making a 50% 
downpayment on a new fire truck and paying the balance 
when it is delivered would incur several thousand dollars 
in finance charges. The Board discussed the pros and cons 
of purchasing new equipment vs. maintaining old trucks 
and where the funding should come from. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Braun supported, to 
approve the Northfield Township Fire Department 
apparatus replacement plan as presented on 
7/26/2016, $125,000 out of allocation for this year 
and an another $125,000 upon the completion of the 
truck in approximately one year. 

Dockett requested a roll call vote.  
Motion carried 4—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett opposed. 
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3. 

Main Street Sidewalk Project 

Fink reported this project is ready for construction and 
will be built without Township general funds. He said the 
project cost came in higher than expected at $159,893, 
and while the Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funds being used for it could be used for other 
projects, they must be used in low income census tracts. 
The Board discussed possible other projects that could 
qualify for use of those funds. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Chick supported, to approve 
the Main Street sidewalk project as presented, and 
authorize the project to move forward to be paid for 
by the current CDBG funds and future allocations. 

Dockett requested a roll call vote. 
Motion carried 4—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett opposed. 

4. 

Repaving of Parking Lot at 75 Barker Road 

Fink noted the DDA has committed $800 toward 
sealcoating and restriping this lot and are requesting that 
the remaining $800 cost come from the general fund. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Chick supported, to 
approve the contribution of $800 toward resurfacing 
and restriping of the 75 Barker Road parking lot, and 
up an additional $800 for signage to indicate this is 
public parking, both from the general fund. 

Dockett requested a roll call vote. 
Motion carried 4—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett opposed. 

5. 

US-23/Eight Mile 

Roundabout Hardscaping/Landscaping 

Engstrom said since the Board voted on this she has been 
considering whether it would look better and be easier to 
maintain hardscaping, rather than landscaping. Fink noted there 
would be no upfront cost to the Township for hardscaping. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Braun supported, to 
approve hardscaping vs landscaping—as was 
previously approved by the Board—at the North 
Territorial/US-23 roundabout. Motion carried 4—1 

on a voice vote, Dockett opposed. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1.  

National Staffing Lease at 75 Barker Road 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Chick supported, to keep 
the current lease with National Staffing at 75 Barker 

Road month-to-month, and that the Township must 
give 90 days’ notice to the tenant for termination. 
Motion carried 5—0 on a voice vote. 

Dockett asked whether the two offices in the Fire Hall in 
the current lease should be excluded. 

 Amended motion: Engstrom moved, Chick supported, 
to keep the current lease with National Staffing at 75 
Barker Road month-to-month, and that the Township 
must give 90 days’ notice for termination, removing 
from the lease the two office spaces the landlord also 
leases to the tenant in the Fire Hall, consisting of 
approximately 500 sq. ft. each, including the right of 
ingress and egress to those offices. 
Amended motion carried 5—0 on a voice vote. 

2. 

Parking at 75 Barker/Driftwood Marina 

Fink said Soamer Jamil, owner of Little Porky’s, is 
considering opening a new restaurant/bar on the site of the 
Driftwood Marina, and to support this project Fink 
proposed that some of the parking at 75 Barker Road be 
made available for that project. It was noted there are many 
factors to consider and a formal agreement regarding this 
would ultimately be required, but Fink should proceed with 
investigating the options for this project. 

SECOND CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Tawn Beliger reported that Northfield Estates residents 
have told her they would like sidewalks from their 
community to the hamlet.  

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Dockett urged voters to be careful not to invalidate their 
primary election ballots by splitting tickets. Otto noted 
that while Northfield Neighbors has endorsed her Board 
candidacy she is not a member of the organization. Chick 
and Engstrom corrected/clarified comments made during 
the Call to the Public and information contained on a 
Northfield Township neighbors mailing.  

Chief Wagner reported that the Police Department located 
a missing 16-year-old girl and returned her to her mother 
this morning. He also recognized Chris Bishop for helping 
to save the life of a young boy that was mauled by a dog. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Engstrom adjourned the meeting at 8:50 P.M. 

 

Submitted by Lisa Lemble. Corrections to the originally issued minutes are indicated as follows: 
 Wording removed is stricken through; wording added is underlined. 

 
 

Approved by the Township Board on August 9, 2016. _________________________________________________ 

Angela Westover, Clerk 
 
Official minutes of all meetings are available on the Township’s website at 
http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/ 

http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/

