
 

 

NORTHFIELD TOWNSHIP 

Township Board Special Meeting 

Minutes 

October 25, 2016 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE 

The workshop was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by 
Supervisor Engstrom at 8350 Main Street. 

Supervisor Engstrom led those present in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 

Marilyn Engstrom, Supervisor Present 
Kathy Braun, Treasurer  Present 
Angela Westover, Clerk Present 
Janet Chick, Trustee  Present  
Wayne Dockett, Trustee  Present (left at 9:05 P.M.) 
Jacki Otto, Trustee  Present (arrived at 7:01 P.M.) 
Tracy Thomas, Trustee  Absent with notice 

 
Also present: 

Township Manager Howard Fink 
Township Engineer Brian Rubel, Tetra Tech 
Township Attorney Paul Burns 
Members of the community  

 

ADOPT AGENDA 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Chick supported, that the 
agenda be adopted as presented.  
Motion carried 5—0 on a voice vote. 

[Otto arrived]. 

FIRST CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Tawn Beliger, 8365 Earhart Road, commented on the 
ribbon cutting celebration for the new lakefront park. 
David Gordon, 5558 Hellner Road, noted his many 
disagreements with the current Board, but thanked them 
for their service and gave advice to the incoming Board. He 
also commented on the FOIA request agenda item. 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Dockett commented on the cost of defending legal action 
against the Township regarding a tax assessment. 

CORRESPONDENCE & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Fink corrected his comments at the last meeting about 
attorney fees relating to the Van Curler property research, 
noting that $1,100 in fees was charged. 

AGENDA ITEMS 

1. 

Snow Removal Bids 

The Board considered proposals from five snow removal 
companies and discussed a late submittal.  

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Dockett supported, to 
approve AJ’s Maintenance and Service for the snow 
removal for the upcoming season on a per push basis 
for a one year contract.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

2. 

Udo Huff: 

Request to waive FOIA Fees 

Fink said the Township has tried to avoid charging for 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests as set by the 
Township, but the staff have decided they cannot continue 
to do that because of the broad nature of recent requests 
requiring significant research and photocopying, but this 
is a policy decision to be made by the Board. Westover 
explained how charges are determined and supported 
charging them. 

 Motion: Dockett moved, Otto supported, that $136 
not be charged for the FOIA request from Udo Huff. 
Motion failed 3—3 on a voice vote, Westover, 

Engstrom, Braun opposed. 

 Motion: Otto moved, Dockett supported, that Udo 
Huff be charged up to $20 for the copying charges for 
his FOIA request. Motion carried 4—2 on a voice 

vote, Westover and Engstrom, opposed. 

Fink asked for clarification from the Board as to what the 
Township should charge for future requests. 

Parks & Recreation Board Appointments 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Otto supported, to approve 
the Parks and Recreation Board members as 
presented. Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. 

75 Barker Road Purchase Proposal 

Jeremy Lindlbauer read the proposal he and David 
Kennedy are making for purchase and renovation of 
75 Barker Road into an event space for private and 
community use. Board members asked whether the 
renovation costs cited would be sufficient, whether the 
non-municipal water supply could support a distillery or 
brewery, what their experience is in renovating old 
buildings, what the renovation timeline would be, and how 
the required parking would be provided. 

Board members indicated they are encouraged by the 
interest in the site and in the community, but noted there 
has been resistance to an outright sale of the building. 
They recommended a presentation to the new Board that 
will be seated after the upcoming election. Some Board 
members said they agree that a project that energizes and 
engages with the community is better than an outright sale 
of the building, but they would need to see more detailed 
information.  
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2. 

Non-Motorized Path  

Easement Discussion with Residents 

Fink invited the two residents who have not agreed to 
provide easements for the Barker Road non-motorized 
pathway to speak directly to the Board. Joe Stoyanovich, 
415 Barker Road, said he is concerned that the path will 
lower the value of his property by $30,000, and he is 
concerned about the loss of 20 feet (width of the 
easement) of property and several trees. He said he wants 
$30,000 and replacement of five trees. 

Board members noted an appraisal valued the easement at 
$2,500, said the path will be only 10 feet wide, and their 
research showed sidewalks add to the value of property.  

Brian Westrate, 385 Barker Road, said the five 30-year-old 
spruces on his property that will be removed provide 
privacy and a noise barrier. He said he is asking $20,000 
and replacement of five trees. 

SECOND CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Udo Huff, 6431 Whitmore Lake Road, commented on how 
the meeting was conducted.  

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Board members urged everyone to vote and to support 
local businesses, thanked those who attended the ribbon 
cutting of the new lakefront park, and urged everyone in 
the Township to work together. 

CLOSED SESSION 

 Motion: Otto moved, Chick supported, that the Board 
to into closed session pursuant to MCL 15.268(8)(d) to 
consider the purchase or lease of real property up to 
the time an option to purchase or lease that real 
property is obtained.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Chick supported, that the 
Board return to open session.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Engstrom adjourned the meeting at 9:10 P.M. 

 

 
Submitted by Lisa Lemble. 

Corrections to the originally issued minutes are indicated as follows: 
 Wording removed is stricken through; 
 Wording added is underlined. 

 

Approved by the Township Board on _____________________, 2016. _________________________________________________ 

Angela Westover, Clerk 
 
 

Official minutes of all meetings are available on the Township’s website at 
http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/ 


