
 

 

NORTHFIELD TOWNSHIP 

Township Board 

Minutes 

August 11, 2020 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Supervisor 
Chockley via tele-conference. 

INVOCATION/PLEDGE 

Trustee Otto provided a brief invocation and led those 
present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 

Marlene Chockley, Supervisor Present 
Kathleen Manley, Clerk Present [Left at 9:58 P.M.] 
Lenore Zelenock, Treasurer  Present 
Tawn Beliger, Trustee Present 
Janet Chick, Trustee  Present  
Wayne Dockett, Trustee  Present 
Jacki Otto, Trustee  Present 

 
Also present: 

Public Safety Director William Wagner 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Superintendent Dan Willis 
Township Manager Steven Aynes 
Planning Consultant Paul Lippens, McKenna 
Township Attorney James Fink, Fink &: Fink PLLC 
Recording Secretary Lisa Lemble 
Members of the community  
 

FIRST CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Scott Stewart, 9075 Kearney Road, spoke in support of 
Northfield Township participating in trail systems to 
connect the township to neighboring areas for recreational 
and business benefits. David Gordon, Hellner Road, also 
supported participating in trail development, and noted 
support of Township residents for the County land 
conservation millage renewal had increased significantly in 
the last 10 years. Adam Olney, 9315 Lakewood Court, also 
support trail development, commented on a claim against 
the Township by a property owner, and thanked Marta 
Larson for hosting a Meet the Candidates session. Marissa 
Prizgint, 32 Schrumm Drive, thanked Manley and election 
workers and asked for clarity between the Board and 
committees regarding updating the website. Nate Muchow 
thanked everyone who voted for him.  

BOARD MEMBER RESPONSE 

Chick reviewed ways the Township has supported trail 
development and welcomed more information about it. 
Chockley said she and the Township planner have met 
with MDOT and SEMCOG about extending trails to the 
North Village park, possibly with grant funding, and 
updating the Parks & Recreation Master Plan will allow 
application for State grant funding.  

Beliger commented on her campaign for Township 
Supervisor, recounted concerns of residents she spoke 
with during the campaign, and congratulated the 
successful campaigns of Ken Dignan and L.J. Walter. 
Zelenock also thanked voters for support of her candidacy 
and said she supports trails in the Township. Manley and 
Otto thanked election workers and voters. 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

• Reports 

• Check Disbursement Report 

• Correspondence 

In answer to questions Aynes, Chockley, and Zelenock said: 

• The North Village appraisal was not included in the 
Board packet because the subject is not on the agenda, 
but he can post it on the website and provide the 
summary page. 

• No additional proposals for the North Village site have 
been received. 

• Aynes will check into having expenditures for a shed 
charged to the previous fiscal year to avoid depleting 
the new year’s budget for Parks & Recreation. 

• Fees were charged by the Township for the Recreation 
Community Center parking lot application to treat the 
Township the same as other applicants, but Aynes can 
prepare a policy regarding fees for public facilities. 
Zelenock recalled the Board made a motion regarding 
this. 

• The fund balance of 130% is the best estimate known at 
this time without the audit being done. 

Dockett asked for a report at the next meeting about 
whether the Building Department is still operating at a 
deficit.  

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger seconded, that the 
consent agenda be adopted as presented.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

ADOPT BALANCE OF AGENDA 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Chick seconded, that the 
balance of the agenda be adopted as presented.  

Zelenock suggested scheduling a short break at 9:00 P.M. 

Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 
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AGENDA ITEMS 

1. 

Minutes of July 14, 2020  

Board of Trustees Meeting 

Dockett explained that he left the meeting during the vote 
on item 9 after asking for a break which was not granted, 
but he would have voted against it. It was agreed to add 
“Mr. Dockett asked for a recess, but one was not called.” 
before the first amendment to the motion. 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger seconded, that the 
minutes of the July 14, 2020, Regular Board Meeting 
be approved as amended.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

2. 

Minutes of July 28, 2020  

Board of Trustees Meeting 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger seconded, that the 
minutes of the July 28, 2020, Regular Board Meeting 
be approved as presented.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

3. 

Payment of Open Bills  

(expected check run date 08-12-2020) 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Chick seconded, to approve 
payment of Open Bills (expected check run date 08-
12-2020) for a total of $239,463.91 from all funds in 
the Municipal Investment Fund (MIF) account. 

 Amendment to motion: Beliger moved, Dockett 
seconded, to amend the bills to exclude the payment 
to the Huron River Watershed Council in the amount 
of $846.03. Amendment to motion failed 2—5 on a 

roll call vote, Chick, Manley, Otto, Chockley, and 

Zelenock opposed. 

Beliger asked about a charge by the Township attorney for 
telephone consultation with the Treasurer about a building 
and zoning matter. Zelenock answered a question from 
Dockett about a newsletter expense covered by the Land 
Preservation Committee. 

Original motion carried 5—2 on a roll call vote, Dockett 

and Beliger opposed. 

4. 

Discuss and Prioritize  

the Proposed Planning Commission Work Plan 

Chick noted much of the Planning Commission’s time in 
the near future will be taken up with applications for 
marijuana businesses. She asked for more information 
about Development Packet Procedures, said she does not 
need an urgent need for a parking study, but said 
clarifications about signs is needed for new businesses 
starting up. 

Lippens said the Development Review Packet is very 
important, and he clarified the sign issue brought up by 

Chick. He said the need to update the Parks & Recreation 
Master Plan, which must be done every five years, is 
crucially tied to getting acquisition and improvement 
funds for several parks projects. He said downtown 
parking is addressed adequately for now in the Downtown 
Strategic Acton Plan.  

Chockley said recommendations for some of these things 
could be brought to the Planning Commission by a couple 
of Commissioners working with Aynes. Regarding parking, 
she said having a parking in lieu of payment ordinance 
could result in funds being built up for future parking, and 
she said updating the Parks & Recreation plan is critical. 

 Motion: Beliger moved, Zelenock seconded, to 
authorize the Township Manager to approve the 
Planner to provide up to $5,000 of assistance or 
service to update the Parks & Recreation Master Plan 
working with the Parks & Recreation Committee. 

Chockley noted the $9,500 listed by Lippens does not 
include public engagement sessions which are required by 
the State in order to be eligible for grants. Otto agreed 
$5,000 is not sufficient. Zelenock said the original plan 
was prepared by Township Manager Fink and the 
Committee, then reviewed by the planner, and she 
recommended that be done again. Chick agreed, noting 
that the only thing missing from the plan is the North 
Village park and any legal updates. Dockett said the 
Township needs to choose a new planning consulting firm. 

Zelenock said she would like cost estimates included for 
improvements desired for the North Village park. Chockley 
said only 38 members of the public commented on the last 
plan, that is not enough, and professional expertise may 
be needed to improve that. Lippens said he has done a lot 
of parks plans, and he could do a public workshop in the 
form of a webinar, but the process is quite standard and 
$9,500 is about what it takes to meet the legal 
requirements, but he will work with the Committee if the 
Board authorizes $5,000. 

Motion carried 6—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett 

opposed. 

 Motion: Chick moved, Otto seconded, for the Board to 
approve the planner to work on the minor zoning 
ordinance updates referred to by Mr. Lippens in his 
memo.  

In answer to questions, Lippens said his work on this is 
covered under a previous Board authorization, and they 
are about 75% through that authorization with no 
additional funding needed at this point. Chick noted the 
Planning Commission voted to work only on items 
specifically directed by the Board. Lippens said he will 
convene the committee regarding this as soon as possible, 
but it was not done previously because the Commission 
has been busy with marijuana business applications. 
Dockett and Zelenock said they are not prepared to act on 
this because the packet indicated no Board action was 
required. 

Motion carried 5—2 on a roll call vote, Zelenock and 

Dockett opposed. 
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 Motion: Chockley moved to have a payment in lieu of 
parking ordinance prepared at a cost of no more than 
$2,500. 

Lippens said if an ordinance is prepared without a study 
of the downtown area the $5,000 cost estimate could be 
cut about in half. Otto said the Board has never discussed 
this. Chockley noted the Downtown Strategic Plan touches 
on this. Lippens briefly explained what such an ordinance 
would do. 

Motion died for lack of a second.  

Lippens said the Development Packet Procedures is are 

very important and Building/Planning/Zoning 
Coordinator Mary Bird would really appreciate having 
this done because it will help developers and streamline 
processes for them. Chick asked if the checklist and flow 
chart prepared by Carlisle Wortman is still used. Lippens 
said it needs updating. 

 Motion: Beliger moved, Chockley seconded, to 
authorize the Township Manager to approve the 
Planner to provide up to $5,000 of assistance to 
update the Township Development Packet procedures. 

Aynes said Bird has no time to work on this, but he can 
work with Lippens on this. In answer to questions, Lippens 
said this is a team effort involving him, Bird, and Aynes, 
there are a lot of different models used for this type of 
thing, and procedures need to be updated occasionally. 

Aynes said the funding would need to come from the fund 
balance. 

 Amended motion: Beliger moved, Chockley seconded, 
to authorize the Township Manager to approve the 
Planner to provide up to $3,000 of assistance to 
update the Township Development Packet Procedures. 

Motion carried 6—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett 

opposed. 

5. 

Proposed Agreement with Paul G. VanBuhler 

Clarifying Division of Properties 

 Motion: Zelenock moved, Beliger seconded, to accept 
the Proposed Agreement with Paul G. VanBuhler 
clarifying division of his land with terms substantially 
similar to the agreements in the packet and to record 
the agreements and any exhibits deemed appropriate 
by the manager and the Township Attorney. 

Aynes explained the two parcels in question are divided by 
two school district boundary lines, and the agreement 
includes not building homes on the small parcels or on the 
school boundary lines.   

Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote.  

 

Chockley called a short recess. 

 

6. 

Memorandum of Understanding  

and Resolution 20-628: 

Grant Funding for Back-to-School Cellular 

Hot Spot at the Public Safety Building 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Chick seconded, to adopt 
Resolution 20-628 to accept grant funding for Back-
to-School Cellular Hot Spots from the Washtenaw 
County Broadband Task Force, and authorize the 
Township Manager to sign the resolution and the 
Memorandum of Understanding pending attorney 
review and approval at no cost to the Township. 

Chockley explained that the Broadband Task Force 
approached the County to provide funding for internet 
service for Township residents who do not have sufficient 
broadband service to get access. She said this would 
provide $1,000 for the equipment, $500 for the 
installation, and up to $600 for hotspot access fees. She 
said the service would be accessible from the Township 
Hall rear parking lot, and a firewall would keep the service 
separate from Township operations.  

In answer to questions, Chockley and Chief Wagner said 
the service would accommodate 10-25 people at a time, 
they could use Township Hall restrooms when the building 
is open, about 20 parking spaces covered by security 
cameras are available, the additional monthly cost for 
service—which will be increased from 100MB to 200MB— 
would be $23, and the Township would be getting 
upgraded equipment.  

There was discussion about providing service in rural 
areas. Wagner said the service at Fire Station #2 could be 
shared, but the station is not staffed and there are no 
cameras. Chockley said there are many people in town 
who need service, but do not have it because Charter’s 
records indicate only 1,400 subscribers for the 3,400 
locations wired for their service. 

Aynes suggested that Wagner look into whether lighting 
and security cameras can be provided at Fire Station #2.  

Motion carried 5—2 on a roll call vote, Beliger and 

Dockett opposed. Resolution adopted. 

7. 

Hiring Front Desk Clerk/ 

Building Department Assistant 

 Motion: Beliger moved, Otto seconded, to hire 
Kathleen Heger for the position of Front Desk 
Clerk/Building Department Assistant at the pay rate 
of $15/hour, to work 15 30 hours per week, with a 
start date of Wednesday, August 12, 2020.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

8. 

Discuss Disposition of  

Township-owned Properties 

Aynes referred to his report and said there are few 
unwanted Township-owned properties, noting that 75 
Barker Road has been sold. He reported on the potential 
sale of several properties around Horseshoe Lake, and 
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recommended against selling most of the lots owned in 
the area planned for a future park. He recommended 
putting a for sale sign on the Coyle Road lot, and he also 
recommended that property owners adjacent other small 
lots to be contacted to see if they wish to purchase them.  

 Motion: Zelenock moved, Chockley seconded, to 
authorize the Township Manager to contact property 
owners adjacent to properties on Maple Drive, Grove 
Drive, and Garfield Drive to see if they are interested 
in purchasing them. 

 Amendment to motion: Chockley moved, Zelenock 
seconded, to amend the motion to require purchasers 
to combine parcels with their own homestead 
parcel(s). 

Dockett said the Assessor or Township attorney should be 
consulted about the legality of this requirement first.  

Motion to amend withdrawn.  

Original motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote.  

 Motion: Zelenock moved, Chockley seconded, to offer 
parcel B-02-18-120-008 on Coyle Road for a minimum 
of $1,400 and to post a sign on the property.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

 Motion: Zelenock moved, Chick seconded, to get the 
appropriate resolutions to incorporate the lots on 
Forest Drive behind the Public Safety Building, 
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

 Motion: Zelenock moved, Otto seconded, to continue 
to work with Horseshoe Lake Association to create a 
non-profit so the Township can transfer the properties 
to them, and that the Association be requested to 
provide a status report at the end of the year.  

There was discussion about whether the Township can 
give land away. Zelenock noted the purpose of the 
Township owning the lots was to protect the lake, but it 
would be better for the lake Association to own them. 
Dockett said there should be a sunset provision on this. 

Motion carried 6—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett 

opposed. 

9. 

Authorize Replacement of Air Conditioning Unit 

at the Community Center 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Chick seconded, to 
purchase the Carrier Performance Series - Comfort 
24ACB3 air conditioning unit from Ehlers Heating & 
Air Conditioning at a cost of $4,595 which includes 
upgrading both of the thermostats on the air 
conditioning system at the Community Center.  

There was discussion about the different proposals, what 
other companies were contacted, and whether both 
existing air conditioning units should be replaced with a 
single one.  

Motion carried 6—1 on a roll call vote, Zelenock 

opposed. 

[Manley left the meeting]. 

10. 

Resolution 20-627: 

Road Closure for Whitmore Lake High School 

Homecoming Parade 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger seconded, to adopt 
Resolution 20-627. Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call 

vote. Resolution adopted. 

11. 

Downtown Development Authority (DDA) 

Appointments 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger seconded, to 
approve the appointment of Bridget Kasmenn and Eric 
Patterson to the Downtown Development Authority 
for terms expiring June 30, 2024.  

Otto asked if it would be a conflict of interest to have 
Bridget Kasmenn and her landlord, Barbara Griffith 
serving at the same time. Chockley said the requirement is 
that member have an economic interest. Dockett said four 
of the five people listed do not live in or own property in 
the Township. Chockley said Kasmenn is a Township 
homeowner and rents her business space in the DDA area, 
and Patterson owns Terra Firma on Whitmore Lake Road 
where there is currently no DDA representation. 

Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote. 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Chick seconded, to approve 
the reappointment of Anne Iaquinto to the Downtown 
Development Authority for a term expiring June 30, 
2022. Motion carried 5—1 on a roll call vote, Beliger 

opposed. 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Zelenock seconded, to 
approve the appointment of Doug Wilbur to the 
Downtown Development Authority for a term expiring 
June 30, 2021.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote. 

There was a brief discussion about requiring formal 
minutes or recordings of DDA and other Township Boards 
and Commissions.  

12. 

Next Steps Regarding Wastewater Treatment 

Plant Equalization Basin 

Aynes recalled the Township re-advertised the intent to 
issue bonds and the 45 day period expired on August 5th 
without any petitions being submitted to require a public 
vote. He said the next step is to put the project out for bid 
and send postcards to property owners.  

 Motion: Chockley moved, Chick seconded, to 
authorize Tetra Tech to go out for bid for the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant equalization basin as 
soon as is practical.  
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Zelenock said she believes revenue bonds should be used. 
Beliger clarified this is to get bids, not to approve the 
basin. It was agreed specifics about dates for the steps 
involved be approved at the next meeting. 

Motion carried 4—2 on a roll call vote, Zelenock and 

Dockett opposed. 

13. 

Ethics Policy 

Otto recalled the Board discussed drafting a policy in 
March, 2019, and considered a draft in May, 2019, and she 
referred to her redlined version which incorporated 
suggested changes from Board members. 

 Motion: Otto moved, Chick seconded, that the Board 
accept the red-line version of the policy, have the 
attorney review it and provide any suggested changes, 
and bring the final version back to the Board for a 
vote. Motion carried 5—1 on a roll call vote, 

Zelenock and Dockett opposed.  

TRUSTEE/LIAISON REPORTS 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger seconded, to adopt 
the Trustee/Liaison Reports as presented.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

None. 

SECOND CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Steve Gronow, Chestnut Homebuilders in Brighton, said he 
will be submitting an application for rezoning of 90 acres 
of the Leland farm. Adam Olney asked about a lawsuit 
mentioned in the Manager’s report, suggested recording all 
Township Zoom meetings, and commented on DDA 
appointments. 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Board members said they are looking forward to seeing 
Mr. Gronow’s proposal, thanked candidates who ran for 
office, thanked Scott Stewart for his interest in a trail 
system in the Township and assistance to the Parks & 
Recreation Committee, thanked Marta Larson for hosting a 
candidate forum, thanked the voters and election 
volunteers, thanked Township staff and volunteers who 
have been working on the Kaboom! grant project on Barker 
Road, noted there will be a Kaboom! ribbon cutting on 
August 30th and volunteers are needed to do the remaining 
work before then, asked Aynes to look into the cost of 
removing the sign on the property next to the Community 
Center, mentioned Taubman Center students at the 
University of Michigan may be available to help with park 
design, said Township website updates and creation of a 
Facebook page for the Land Preservation Committee 
should be authorized as suggested by Marissa Prizgint. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Zelenock seconded, that the 
meeting be adjourned.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote.  

The meeting adjourned at 10:38 P.M. 

 
 

 
Submitted by Lisa Lemble. 

Corrections to the originally issued minutes are indicated as follows: 
 Wording removed is stricken through; 
 Wording added is underlined. 

 
Approved by the Township Board on August 25, 2020. _________________________________________________ 

Kathleen Manley, Clerk 
 
 

Official minutes of all meetings are available on the Township’s website at 
http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/ 

http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/

