
 

 

NORTHFIELD TOWNSHIP 

Township Board 

Minutes 

August 25, 2020 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 7:22 P.M. by Supervisor 
Chockley via tele-conference. 

INVOCATION/PLEDGE 

Trustee Beliger provided a brief invocation and led those 
present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 

Marlene Chockley, Supervisor Present 
Kathleen Manley, Clerk Present 
Lenore Zelenock, Treasurer  Present 
Tawn Beliger, Trustee Present 
Janet Chick, Trustee  Present  
Wayne Dockett, Trustee  Present 
Jacki Otto, Trustee  Present 

 
Also present: 

Public Safety Director William Wagner 
Township Manager Steven Aynes 
Township Attorney James Fink, Fink &: Fink PLLC 
Recording Secretary Lisa Lemble 
Members of the community  
 

FIRST CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Scott Stewart referred to an email he sent about 
developing biking trails in the community and in the North 
Village Park. Melissa Marissa Prizgint, 32 Schrum Drive, 
asked that the Board authorize establishment of a social 
media site for the Land Preservation committee and made 
a suggestion about providing information to the public 
about marijuana business applications.  

BOARD MEMBER RESPONSE 

There was discussion about whether members of the 
public who had been removed from the meeting prior to 
the closed session had been able to rejoin the meeting. 
There were reports from some people that they had to use 
alternate email addresses to re-join, and it was not 
possible to tell if others were trying to rejoin. 

The Board discussed whether the Parks & Recreation 
Committee should be directed to follow up with 
Mr. Stewart and the need for a Township policy about 
communications between the Township and the public to 
address concerns brought up by Ms. Prizgint. 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

• Township Manager Report/Update 

• Correspondence 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Chick seconded, that the 
consent agenda be adopted as presented.  

Aynes answered question about insurance coverage and 
the value of the land comprising the North Village site. The 
Board discussed the possible ways to get input from the 
public about development of the North Village property 
given the limitations in place due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. Zelenock and Chick said they will discuss the 
plans they prepared previously and bring a proposal to the 
Board soon. 

Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

ADOPT BALANCE OF AGENDA 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Chick seconded, that the 
balance of the agenda be adopted moving Item 6 to 
precede Item 1. 

Two Board members objected to changing the order of the 
agenda. 

Chockley withdrew her motion. 

Manley reported potential participants are reporting the 
Zoom meeting is showing up online, but there is no 
meeting ID. Attorney Fink said he does not see this is a 
violation of the Open Meetings Act. 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Chick seconded, that the 
balance of the agenda be adopted as presented.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

ACTION AGENDA ITEMS 

1. 

August 11, 2020 Board of Trustees  

Regular Meeting Minutes 

Chockley made four corrections. 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger seconded, that the 
minutes of the August 11, 2020, Regular Board 
Meeting be approved as amended.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 
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2. 

Police Department Request  

to Purchase New Vehicle 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Otto seconded, to approve 
Chief Wagner and the Police Department purchasing a 
2020 Chevy Tahoe Police Package from Bachman 
Commercial for a total price  of $39,721.40. Purchase 
will be made from account 207-900-974.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

3. 

Letter of Understanding  

for Michigan Association of Firefighters 

 Motion: Chockley moved, all others Otto seconded, to 
approve the Letter of Understanding for the Michigan 
Association of Firefighters, and to approve Chief 
Wagner and Manager Aynes to sign the agreement. 
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

4. 

Hiring of  

Paid On-Call Firefighter Danielle Roskens 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger seconded, to hire 
Danielle Roskens as a Paid On-Call Firefighter at the 
rate of $11/hour, contingent upon successful 
completion of background check and physical.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

5. 

Public Wireless Hotspot at Fire Station #2 

Chockley explained that the equipment that will be 
replaced at the Township Hall could be reused at Fire 
Station #2 to provide a wireless hotspot with the addition 
of an antenna.  

 Motion: Chockley moved, Chick seconded, to approve 
the installation of a Wireless Hotspot at Fire Station 
#2 at a cost not to exceed $500. 

It was noted that the internet service already exists at that 
location, and there was a brief discussion about security. 

Motion carried 6—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett 

opposed. 

6. 

Extend Time for Completion of the Sale of 

75 Barker Road Due to Finding Ground Pollution 

from Previous Underground Storage Tanks 

David McCoy of A3 Environmental, speaking on behalf of 
Robb Munger, said contamination from heating oil that 
leaked from a tank was found and Mr. Munger would like 
to remediate the problem, but they are working under one 
grant and trying to get additional grant funds for this 
work. 

McCoy said the estimated remediation cost is $10,000. 
Chockley said a grant from the Brownfield Remediation 
Authority may be possible.  

 Motion: Chockley moved, Otto seconded, to approve 
an extension to complete the sale of 75 Barker Road 
to September 20, 2020. 

There was discussion about the first grant received by 
Mr. Munger and whether the Supervisor writing a letter of 
support for that was appropriate. The Board agreed they 
would be willing to sign a letter of support for a second 
grant if needed. Chick questioned whether the September 
20th extension date provided enough time for a response 
on the grant request. 

Dockett said he and others were there years ago when the 
tank was removed along with a lot of soil, and after two 
tests the site was cleared and the hole filled. Chief Wagner 
said he was also there and he believes there should be 
paperwork in the Township offices regarding this. Aynes 
said a Phase I environmental report was found, but there 
was not enough information in it to be useful. He said the 
Phase II environmental report Mr. Munger just submitted 
shows remediation is needed. Mr. McCoy explained how 
ground water can contaminate surface water and what will 
be required to address the problem.  

 Amended motion: Chockley moved, Otto seconded, 
to approve an extension to complete the sale of 
75 Barker Road to October 15, 2020. Amended 

motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

 Motion: Chockley  moved, Beliger seconded, that the 
Township Board provide a letter of support for 
Mr. Munger’s application for a grant from the 
Brownfield Development Authority for the 
remediation of 75 Barker if necessary. Motion carried 

6—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett opposed. 

7. 

Request from Chestnut Development for a 

Formal “Proof of Refusal” Regarding the 

Township Becoming the Water Authority for 

Parcels B-02-19-100-005 and B-02-19-100-006 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger seconded to refuse 
the establishment and maintenance of a municipal 
water system for parcels B-02-19-100-005 and B-02-
19-100-006. 

Chockley and Aynes explained this is being requested by 
the potential developers of the Leland property to meet 
State of Michigan requirements.  

Motion carried 6—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett 

opposed. 
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8. 

Proposals for Township Website Upgrade 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger seconded, to allow 
the Township Manager to move forward with the 
WebGen upgrade proposed by Revize including the 
Documents on Demand feature at a cost not to exceed 
$4,000 and to allow the Township Manager to sign 
any necessary paperwork pending legal review. 

Board members discussed the proposals from three firms 
for updating the Township website, including features 
(e.g. handling requests from the public, park reservations, 
online bill paying), customizations, and ease of transition 
from the current website. 

Chockley withdrew her motion. 

 Motion: Otto moved, Zelenock seconded, to allow the 
Township Manager to move forward with the 
customized upgrade proposed by Revize including the 
Documents on Demand feature at a cost not to exceed 
$7,000 and to allow the Township Manager to sign 
any necessary paperwork pending legal review. 
Motion carried 5—2 on a roll call vote, Dockett and 

Beliger opposed. 

 Motion: Zelenock moved, Otto seconded, that the 
annual fee after Year 1 is $2,000. Motion carried 5—2 

on a roll call vote, Dockett and Beliger opposed. 

9. 

Receive WWTP Bonding Process 

Timing/Scheduling Including the Postcard 

Mailing and Information Meeting 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Otto seconded, to authorize 
the publication of the public indebtedness notice and 
distribution of the public indebtedness notice postcards 
as soon as practical after September 13, 2020. 

There was a discussion about the source of stormwater 
infiltration into the wastewater treatment plant flow, the 
history of trying to stop it, and ways to reduce it. Zelenock 
asked that plain language be included on the postcard, and 
suggested changing the Township’s ordinance regarding 
such notices to allow the public the required 45 days to 
get signatures to force a referendum.  

In answer to a question, Mr. Fink said he has postponed 
any further investigation into the easement issue related 
to the project until the Board has decided to proceed.  

 Amended motion: Chockley moved, Otto seconded, to 
authorize the publication of the public indebtedness 
notice and distribution of the public indebtedness 
notice postcards as soon as practical after September 
13, 2020, but no later than October 4, 2020.  
Amended motion carried 5—2 on a roll call vote, 

Dockett and Zelenock opposed. 

10. 

Closing the Township Office for 30 Minutes Daily 

to Provide Staff Lunch Period 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Manley seconded, to approve 
the close of the Township office from 1:00 P.M. TO 1:30 

P.M. daily to allow the staff to have lunch. 

The Board discussed the pros and cons, including the 
practical difficulties of staff being allowed time to eat 
without interruption, public inconvenience, and what other 
government units and businesses do. 

Motion carried 4—3 on a roll call vote, Zelenock, 

Beliger, and Dockett opposed. 

It was agreed to start the closure after 30 days of giving 
notice to the public in various ways (Facebook, website, 
Township voicemail  system, etc.) 

 Motion: Otto moved, Manley seconded, to have the 
lunch closure start October 5, 2020, with notification 
to the public during the intervening time.  
Motion carried 5—2 on a roll call vote, Zelenock 

and Dockett opposed. 

11. 

Receive Building Department Financial Report 

Aynes referred to his memo dated August 20th about the 
options for addressing the budget shortfalls experienced 
by the Building Department including contracting with the 
County, using general fund money, hiring a consultant, 
hiring a full-time Building Official/Planner, raising rates, 
and waiting to evaluate the fees that will be received 
during the current fiscal year. 

 Motion: Beliger moved, Manley seconded, to raise 
building permit fees 25%. 

There was discussion about the effect this would have on 
the budget and the potential negative effect on 
development interest. 

Motion withdrawn.  

 Motion: Beliger moved, Otto seconded, to have the 
Manager come to the Board within 45 days for 
recommended fees for building department permits.  

The Board discussed factors to consider including the 
benefit of having in-house service and the possibility of 
various fees being increased by difference percentages. 

Motion carried 6—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett 

opposed.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• A special joint meeting of the Planning Commission 
and the Board concerning marijuana business licenses 
has been scheduled for September 15th. 

• A celebration of the Barker Road play path will be 
held on August 29, 2020 from 11:00 A.M. to Noon.  

• Parks & Recreation passed a resolution asking the 
Township Board to keep the lakefront and at least 12 
acres of the North Village site as park. 

• Parks & Recreation would like replenishment of their 
current year budget because the expense for the shed 
charged to the current year should have been charged 
to the previous year.  

• Parks & Recreation would like approval of a slightly 
altered location of a shed on the North Village site at 
the Community Garden. 

• Had she been able to attend the February 25, 2020, 
Board meeting, Beliger said she would have voted to 
move forward with the public hearing regarding 
removal of Sam Iaquinto from the Planning 
Commission. 

SECOND CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

No comments. 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

• Dockett asked that the sale of Horseshoe Lake lots to 
adjacent property owners be put back on a Township 
Board agenda. He also said he will be attending only 
the two regularly-scheduled meetings in September 
and October.  

• Regarding the public hearing held by the Planning 
Commission regarding consideration of an additional 
marijuana use not currently included in the 
ordinance, Zelenock explained that this was a request 
for a text amendment by an applicant, which by 
ordinance must be considered regardless of the prior 
action by the Board not to consider adding the 
requested use. 

• Zelenock thanked all of the volunteers for their work 
on the Barker Road play path. 

• Taxes are due September 14th. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 10:09 P.M. 

 
 

 
Submitted by Lisa Lemble. 

Corrections to the originally issued minutes are indicated as follows: 
 Wording removed is stricken through; 
 Wording added is underlined. 

 

 
Approved by the Township Board on September 8, 2020. _________________________________________________ 

Kathleen Manley, Clerk 
 
 

Official minutes of all meetings are available on the Township’s website at 
http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/ 

http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/

