
 

 

NORTHFIELD TOWNSHIP 

Township Board Special Meeting 

Minutes 

October 22, 2020 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 6:38 P.M. by Supervisor 
Chockley via tele-conference 

INVOCATION/PLEDGE 

Beliger provided a brief invocation and led those present 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 

Marlene Chockley, Supervisor Present 
Kathleen Manley, Clerk Present 
Lenore Zelenock, Treasurer  Present 
Tawn Beliger, Trustee Present 
Janet Chick, Trustee  Present  
Wayne Dockett, Trustee  Present (left 7:25 P.M.) 
Jacki Otto, Trustee  Present (arrived at 7:05 P.M.) 

 
Also present: 

Township Manager Steven Aynes 
Township Attorney James Fink 
Attorney Stephon Bagne, Clark Hill 
Recording Secretary Lisa Lemble 
Members of the community  

FIRST CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

No comments. 

BOARD MEMBER RESPONSE 

None. 

ADOPT AGENDA 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Chick supported, that the 
agenda be adopted as presented.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote. 

CLOSED SESSION 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger supported, that the 
Board go into closed session pursuant to 
MCL 15.268(h) to consider material subject to 
attorney-client privilege which is exempt from 
disclosure by state of federal statute. 

In answer to a question from Zelenock, Fink said a closed 
session is needed to protect attorney-client privilege. 

Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote. 

[Otto arrived]. 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Chick supported, that the 
Board return to open session. 
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote. 

[Dockett left the meeting]. 
 

ACTION AS RESULT OF CLOSED SESSION 

 Motion: Chockley moved, Beliger supported, to 
authorize the attorneys to proceed as discussed in 
closed session.  

There was discussion about whether members of the 
public were able to rejoin the tele-conference after the 
closed session because the original open session had been 
closed, then reopened. Fink noted members of the public 
were logged in again and the discussion on the subject of 
the motion was in closed session. Otto noted the public 
was notified on the Township Facebook page and website 
that the meeting had been reopened. Chick said this is new 
technology and everyone should be patient. Fink said if 
there is any question about the validity of the motion it 
could be ratified at the next Board meeting. Zelenock 
asked that that be done. 

Motion carried 6—0 on a roll call vote. 

SECOND CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Ken Dignan said he believes the Open Meetings Act has 
been violated because deliberations were conducted 
during the closed session, and the Zoom technology is not 
new and should have be conducted properly. Adam Olney 
said the Township Board can waive its privilege on closed 
session subjects, and even if it was not deliberate the 
technical problems should not have occurred. 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Chick asked Fink to comment on any possible violation of 
the Open Meetings Act. Fink said he does not think there 
was a violation by the Board.  
 
Chockley apologized to the public about the technical 
difficulties. Board members discussed the need to master 
the technology necessary to hold a closed session. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion: Beliger moved, Chockley supported, that the 
meeting be adjourned.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 P.M. 

Submitted by Lisa Lemble.  Corrections to the originally issued minutes are indicated as follows: 
 Wording removed is stricken through; Wording added is underlined. 
 
 

Approved by the Township Board on November 10, 2020. _________________________________________________ 
Kathleen Manley, Clerk 

 
Official minutes of all meetings are available on the Township’s website at 
http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/ 

http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/

